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second best. But I have always tried to be honest with myself.
I have never attempted to cook the accounts of my soul. It may
be an excusable convention to cheat in business, and to lie in
politics. That is as it may be; but a man's dealings with his own
moral life must be fair and square. And now that the shadows
lengthen, ,and the course is nearly run, the most that I dare say of
myself is that my failures of thought and of deed, have been suc-
ceeded by dark hours of repentance. It is 'what I aspired to be*
but was not, that 'comforts me/
I have been enviably happy in my spiritual life, and have no
recantations to make. If I had to live my life over again, I should
wish only to do better what I have sought to do. But there would
be at least one drastic change that I should make. I would not
again let at least a quarter of my life be filched away from worth-
while tasks in order to attend to the emphatic trifles of fussy and
insistent people.
Amid the varying impressions and allegiances of my life there
remain central principles which to me are as bright and fixed as
the stars. I believe unswervingly in what Carlyle characteristically
called 'the hocus-pocus of Reason and Understanding.' Reason
is the centre of a gravity upon which I willingly take my stand.
Emotion has its place, and a high place, in man's life; but for-me
reason must for ever remain seated on her shining throne. Reason
and emotion; both, but each in its place is best, and the need for
the application of an enlightened reason to the affairs of the world
was never more obvious than now,
I am also satisfied that, in regard to religious and scientific
knowledge, there is no last word, and that unless thought upon
these great themes is free and encouraged, religion at least will
not, as Martineau pointed out, grow to statelier proportions, but
continue to produce lateral deformities.
Not since I was a boy have I believed in the dreadful doctrine
of the total depravity of the individual soul, nor have I since then
believed in the total depravity of human society. Everywhere
there appears to be growth and improvement. Man is con-
tinuously and with increasing success mastering the latent brute
that is within him.
I have no dogmatic conviction concerning the continuity of
personality after death. I am content to wait for knowledge*
I believe in the liberty of man to think, to explore, to grow; and
in the right of the individual soul, in every generation and